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Community of St. Bridget
an inclusive catholic expression
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 30, 2026
Liturgist: Nancy Tondy

Mustard Field: Annie Spratt for Unsplash

Suggestion: Please have a copy of the written liturgy on hand and a piece of
bread and cup of wine/grape juice so you can participate fully in this liturgy.

Come in. Come into this place that we make special by our very presence.
Where the ordinary is sanctified, the human is celebrated, and the
compassionate is expected.

ALL: Together we make this a holy place with our every act of celebration.

With the flame of St. Bridget, we proclaim the transformative power of God. We
give thanks that God’s transforming love has been, is now, and will ever be at
work within us and in all creation. Amen.

Opening Song: Ground and Source of All That Is, Worldmaking by Richard
Bruxvoort Colligan and the River’s Voice, © 2004. Worldmaking.net.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB7kDHYncil (no video)

Ground and source of all that is Being of all ways and forms
One that anchors all our roots Deepest home and final truth,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB7kDHYnciI

All-compelling call to life

Refrain: Drawing one and all the same R

We live and move in you. Energy of heav'nly spheres

We live and move in you. Spark within the insect mind
Unseen pulse to charge our plans

Lover of ten thousand names Bringing order and surprise R

Holy presence all have known

Beauty ever welcoming Call to kindness, call to serve

Mystery to stir the soul R Freedom for our chosen course

Guide and friend for all who dream

Nature by whose laws we live Nourished by our ground and source R
Author of our DNA

Today, we celebrate the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. Our
Scriptures call us to be constantly attentive to those in need and to live with
integrity even in the face of injustice. Mindful of all we can achieve with even a
tiny seed of faith, we pray in the name of the Divine: Source of All Being,
Eternal Word, and Holy Wisdom-Sophia. Amen.

Transformation Rite *
Holy One, You are the breath within every living thing,

1.

You move through forests and fields, oceans and cities, creatures great and
small. Help us know that borders, property lines, and political identities do
not define us. Forgive us for the ways we have forgotten our belonging.

. Forgive us when we imagine that another person’s suffering is separate from

our own, that another place’s wounds cannot reach us, that we can protect
ourselves by turning away.

. Open our hearts to the truth that has always been around us: We share one

earth. We share one atmosphere. We share the gift of life.

Teach us to live with greater humility, greater compassion, and greater care.
May we become good ancestors, faithful neighbors, and wise stewards of the
world we share.

. Release us from the illusion of separateness, for we belong to You. And we

belong to one another. Turn us toward this vision of wholeness, as we join
in Creation’s song!



Abbey Doxology Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, Monk in the World: Songs for Contemplative
Living, Abbey of the Arts (2021).

https://youtu.be/wWLGEsTZQ83g?si=vPYUDUDIX6k1ViD- (no video)

Glory to the Maker, Lover, and Keeper
As ago, in this breath and will be ever. Amen. Amen

Opening Prayer: Spirit Who Breathes Life into Creation, strengthen and sustain
us. Let your Word remind us how new life can emerge through seasons of loss
and disruption. And that the work of healing often unfolds slowly. Let our hope
continue to rise as we recognize and receive the lavish abundance of everyday
blessings. Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD **
We now experience the Spirit of Our Living Go as we listen to
the Scripture readings broken open and shared by all.

First Reading: Jeremiah 22:13-16
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah:

"Woe to those who build their house upon exploited labor, who build their
penthouses with injustice, who make their neighbors work for nothing, do not
give them fair wages, or fail to pay them at all.

Woe to those who say, 'I will build myself a spacious house with large upper
rooms,' and who cut out windows for it, paneling it with cedar, and painting it
with vermilion.

"Does it make you great compared to other leaders because you compete in
cedar and your house is bigger? Did not great leaders act justly and rightly and
prosper?

Instead of competing in luxury, intercede for those who work hard — yet hardly
eke out a life. That will make you great. Then, you would have a great house.
To consider those who are in need, is not this to know Me?" says God.

The inspired words of the prophet, Jeremiah. Amen. (pause for reflection)

Responsorial: Psalm 37:1-2, 4, 6: 7-9a.11; 14-15. 18
Cantor: Justice will rise like the dawn.

Do not be anxious
because of those whose ways are immoral.


https://youtu.be/wLGEsTZQ83g?si=vPYUDUDlX6k1ViD-

Do not be envious of those who benefit from dishonesty.
They will soon wither like the grass,

and fade like the green of the fields.
Find your delight in God

Who will give you the desires of your heart.
For the Holy One will make your vindication

rise like the dawn,

and the justice of your cause like the noonday. R

Be still before God,

and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the prosperous,

or vexed at those who succeed through unfair gains.
Hang up your anger, forsake wrath.
Do not get heated - lest you burn but yourself.
Injustice will be its own demise,

but those who remain in their own integrity

will inherit the earth,
and enjoy untold prosperity. R

Those who plot with ill intent

draw the sword and bend their bows

to bring down those who are poor and in need,
to kill those who are honest.

But their swords will pierce their own hearts,

and their bows will be broken under their own weight.
For God knows the lives of the just,

and their heritage will endure forever. R

Cantor: Alleluias
Second Reading — Gospel: Matthew 17:14-22
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew:

Jesus and the disciples came upon a crowd. Someone approached, knelt down
before Jesus, and said, “Please, Sir. Have compassion on my child, who has
seizures and suffers severely, sometimes falling into fire, and often into water.
I brought my child to your disciples, but they could not cure them.”

Jesus said in reply, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be
with you? How long will I endure you? Bring the youth here to me.” Jesus
rebuked the demon, who came out. From that moment, the child was cured.



The disciples approached Jesus in private and asked, “Why could we not

drive it out?” He said to them, “Because of your little faith. Amen, I say to you,
if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

The inspired words of the evangelist, Matthew. Amen.
Cantor: Alleluias (pause for reflection)

Third Reading: Romans 13:8-10
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not cheat; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this teaching, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no wrong to others. Therefore, love fulfills the law.

The inspired words of the apostle, Paul. Amen.

Shared Homily: Nancy Tondy

What is faith? How much faith do we need? In today’s Gospel, the disciples
have tried to heal a child but failed. This must be confusing and frustrating
because Jesus himself had given them the authority to heal and drive out
demons (Matthew 10:1). But on this day, it’s just not working. On top of that,
Jesus calls them, “Ye of little faith.” And, as if to emphasize the “littleness,” he
says that with just a tiny amount of faith, they could move a mountain.

Sounds harsh. Like the disciples, we have so much work, so much to heal and
repair. And we rely on our faith. When something is not working, the human
mind goes instantly to the notion of scarcity, to “not-enough-ness,” to thinking
our faith must be too small.

But maybe this is not what Jesus is saying. Maybe the size of our faith is not
really the point. What if the real question is not, “how big is my faith?” but
“how big is the God in whom I place my faith?”

Faith is not confidence in ourselves. It is trust in God. A small amount of
faith—placed in a God who is greater than anything we imagine—can
accomplish far more, than a great deal of confidence placed in ourselves.

Of course, faith shows itself in what we do. As the disciple James reminds us,
“faith without action is dead (James 2:17).” Faith becomes visible in how we live,



how we love, how we forgive, how we care for one another, and how we take
part in God’s work of healing.

Imagine Jesus gazing upon a single mustard seed held in the palm of his hand.
He sees a vast field of mustard. For this is the wisdom of Jesus: The harvest is
in the seed. It is the vision of Jesus: the healing of people, communities, and
the whole earth. But healing does not always happen quickly. Sometimes it
unfolds so slowly that we wonder whether anything is happening at all. The
work of God is often like a seed planted long before it blooms. Gardeners
prepare the soil, plant the seed, water it, and tend it without seeing what is
beneath the surface. They trust in what is happening. Faith is like that. God is
always at work, even when we cannot see it.

Jesus is inviting us to stop measuring our faith and start trusting the One in
whom we place our faith. He invites us to let our faith take root and grow—to
trust, to act, to tend the soil, and to keep looking for the signs that God’s
healing and restoration are already beginning to grow among us.

I invite you to share the wisdom rising in you today.

Holding these thoughts in the sacred space among us and strengthened by the support of one
another, we now proclaim our affirmation of faith:

Affirmation of Faith ***
6. We believe in God who takes our smallest moment of hope and grows it forth
like a tree with spending branches for the sheltering of new life.

7. We believe in Jesus the Christ who walks among us, is seen in our faces, felt
in our hearts, bedded deep in the longing of our souls for all that is true,
just, and full of hope.

1. We believe in the Holy Spirit who waits on our moments of openness and
springs into the unknown with joy and delight, that we might be called
beyond where we thought we could go, where every step is walked on holy
ground.

Prayer of the Faithful
We now bring to this Table our cares and concerns—for our loved ones, our

countries, our leaders, and our world. After each request, we respond:
We awaken to your call.



For whom and for what shall we pray?

God of Wisdom and Peace, it is your Love that opens our hearts. Teach us to
listen in silence, speak with kindness, and walk the narrow path with joy. Let
our minds seek your truth, our hearts rest in your love, and our hands be
ready to serve without pride. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Sign of Peace
As we prepare for this sacred meal, we reaffirm that just as Jesus was

anointed, so is each of us. And so, we celebrate our Creator’s fruitful love as we
extend our blessing to one another with joy. May the peace that our brother
Jesus offers, be always with us!

Offertory (All raise bread and cup)
We place on our plate the harvest to be won by labor's love. And into the cup
we pour all the sap which is to be pressed out this day from the Earth's fruits.

Prayer Over the Gif

ALL: O Holy One, in this bread and fruit of the vine you give us food for body
and spirit. May our strength be renewed by your generous blessings that
will bring us health of mind and body. Amen.

The Holy One is with us, abounding in Love!
2. We open our hearts in Christ, who lives and loves, heals and empowers
through us.

Let us give thanks to the Source of All Life:

3. As the Ground of our Being, O God, we marvel and wonder at the size and
complexity of our universe. We give thanks for your Creative Presence that
“charges” this life and all that exists.

4. We recognize that human life gives your Creator Spirit a particular way of
coming to expression, and that in us your Spirit can speak and write, love
and create, as we now dance and sing with all the angels and saints:

Holy, Holy, Holy Christopher Grundy on Stepping In © 2012.

https://youtu.be/GUmM2bEGB2dU (no video)

Holy, holy, holy
God of love and justice
The whole universe and everything beyond it,


https://youtu.be/GUm2bEGB2dU

Every galaxy and flower,
Every singing bird and falling drop of rain is ablaze
With your glory, glory, glory!
O, God most wonderful.
Blessed is the One who comes in your name!
Hosannah! Hosannah!

5. Creator God, we see around us the work of your hands, the fruit of your
wisdom and love. The unfolding story of creation witnesses unceasingly to
your creative power. We, your creatures, often deviate from that wisdom,
hindering your creative presence in our midst.

6. Sending among us Jesus, our Light and Hope, you birth afresh in our world
the power of Sophia Wisdom, and in the gift of the Spirit, your creative
goodness blooms anew, amid the variety and wonder of life.

ALL: Generous Gifter of Life, make us ever more aware of the presence of Your
Spirit in these, our gifts, as we celebrate the +transformative energy
within them given to nurture afresh in us, the discerning gifts of wisdom,
light, and truth.

7. As a Christian people we celebrate the Open Table, proclaimed by Jesus our
liberator and our friend, a Table of abundant life, inclusive love, and
liberation, where all are welcome, and from which no one is to be excluded.

At this gathering, we take bread, as Jesus took bread, and we remember, as
Jesus remembered, the constant presence of the Spirit of Life and Love. And
Jesus offers it to us now, saying: (All raise bread)

ALL: Take and eat, all of you. This is my Self, the Bread of Life which I give to
strengthen you. (pause)

Jesus then raised a cup of blessing, spoke the grace, and offers it to us now,
saying: (All raise cup)

ALL: Take and drink this Cup of Life, the Lifeforce of the Covenant made new
again through my life in you. Whenever you remember me like this, I am
among you. (pause)

We give thanks for who we are in Christ:



ALL: Matter becomes conscious, the universe coming to reflect on itself:
earthen vessels that hold a treasure, temple of God’s Spirit, the Body of
Christ.

(All raise bread and cup)
ALL: For it is through learning to live as Jesus lived,
And why he lived,
And for whom he lived,
That we awaken to your Spirit within,
Moving us to worship you truly,
Life-giving God,
At this time, and all time, and in all ways.
Cantor: Amen! (x2)

Communion Rite - We pray as these gifts are shared among us:

1. Loving God, you call us to live the Gospel of peace and justice.
We will live justly.

2. Loving God, you call us to be your presence in the world.
We will love tenderly.

3. Loving God, you call us to speak truth to power.
We will walk with integrity in your presence.

(Presider raises bread and cup)

This is the Bread and Cup of Life, through which we are nourished, and we

nourish one another.

ALL: We receive this bread and fruit of the vine as the presence of Christ
among usl!

All are welcome to receive at our Tables of Friendship!

Communion Meditation: Wildflower, Storytellers Collective, from Storybook In
Collaboration With Common Hymnal ® Common Exchange (2026).
https://youtu.be/kOy00QSsoHU8?si=9yGcqHFDooh9wthl (no video; fade at 4:22)

There's a flower in Texas

That waits for the wildfires to burn

And it lies in the dirt

Til the earth calls for it to return

And it holds fast to the truth it's always known
The resting, the waking, the blooming's ingrained


https://youtu.be/kOy0QSsoHU8?si=9yGcqHFDooh9wthI

Oh, how many things have been made in this way
God only knows, God only knows

There's a gardener devoted

To nurture and nourish the land

Both beauty and bounty spring forth

From the work of their hands

They hold fast to hope, that they're not alone
The sowing, the reaping, the work never ends
How many others are toiling like them

God only knows, God only knows

Are you astonished? Are you dismayed?

When all creation groans for love to come our way
Jesus, the healer, we are your hands

Planting the gospel all across your hallowed land

There's a Spirit still moving

Through forest, river, and sky

Breathing life into ashes

And lifting the weary to rise

And it holds to hearts that call out in faith

The guiding, the keeping, the strength when we break
And all of these things that are being sustained

God only knows, God only knows

Are you astonished? Are you dismayed?

When all of creation groans for love to come our way
Spirit, Sustainer, breathe in our lungs

Strength for the weary until all your work is done
Strength for the weary until all your work is done

Together, we pray as Jesus did:
4. O Holy One, you are within, around and among us. We celebrate your many
names. Your wisdom come; your will be done, unfolding from the depths

within us.

5. Each day you give us all that we need; You remind us of our limits, and we
let go. You support us in our power, and we act with courage.
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6. For you are the dwelling place within us, the empowerment around us, and
the celebration among us, now and forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer
Spirit Sustainer, breathe life into our lungs. Help us be patient and resilient in

the quiet work of restoration. Let us see and be astonished by the beauty that
always surrounds us. Fill us with compassion. And let our compassion be a
blessing in the world you have entrusted to us. Amen.

Announcements
Blessing: All are invited to extend your hands for our mutual blessing:

7. May we go forth in compassion, able to see how everything comes together
into the wholeness of Divine Creation,

...and in knowing we are held together by the love of God, clothed in the nature
of Jesus our Companion, and reinforced by the strength of the +Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Closing Song: As You Go on Your Way, Amanda Udis-Kessler (2021). Free use.
https://youtu.be/V1dbpBvA6ZU?si=XBFL HKEMKfpC30e (lyric video)

And now, as you go on your way,
take care. Take care.

The love, all the love that you seek
is there. It’s there.

Love flows through our words and deeds.
Love knows all the things we need.
Love grows as our hearts are freed

from hatred, fear, and pain.

Take care as you go on your way,
Until we meet again. (repeat)

Thank you for your courage to worship in a spirit of equality and
Justice.
You are always welcome here. Please return again and invite friends and
loved ones to join us to support this Community with your presence and
prayers.
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https://youtu.be/V1dbpBvA6ZU?si=XBFL_HKEMKfpC30e

Transformation Rite: Rev. Cameron Trimble. “We Breathe the Same Air,” from Piloting
Faith: An (Almost) Daily Meditation (online) Substack, July 22, 2026.

Today’s Scriptures are taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary made
available through the Women’s Ordination Conference (adapted for August 30, 2026).
Affirmation of Faith: Dorothy McRae-McMahon, Australian writer and theologian.
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